NOVEMBER CHURCHLETTER
BUILDING A FUTURE WITH HOPE BY REACHING
OUT AND GROWING DEEPER Congratulations
everyone, on a successful end to September and
beginning to October. All three events, Germanfest, Fall
Festival and Big Woods Run had enthusiastic,
welcoming volunteers, despite uncooperative weather.
All the people who came to participate appreciated your
hard work and hospitality. It reminded me that there are
so many ways to serve God. Philippians 2:12-16a
Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyednot only in my presence, but now much more in my
absence-continue to work out your salvation with fear
and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and
to act in order to fulfill his good purpose. Do everything
without grumbling or arguing, so that you may become
blameless and pure, "children of God without fault in a
warped and crooked generation." Then you will shine
among them like stars in the sky as you hold firmly to the
word of life.
We hold firmly to the word of life as we remember the
saints among us and those who have left this earthly
domain. From last year’s All Saints Sunday to this one,
we have grieved the death of dear friends in Christ,
Waldo Lang, Elsie Keller and Winnie Dokken. On
November 3, the first Sunday in November, we will
honor them even as we share communion with all the
saints. You have the opportunity to name others whether
spoken or silent who you also gratefully remember. God
is so good to offer us memories to cherish of departed
ones. We continue to hold the family and friends in
prayer as they grieve much loss.
Hebrews 12:1-3 Therefore, since we are surrounded by
so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every
weight and the sin that clings so closely,[a] and let us
run with perseverance the race that is set before us,
looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith,
who for the sake of the joy that was set before him
endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has
taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.
Consider him who endured such hostility against himself
from sinners, so that you may not grow weary or lose
heart. We know this has been a difficult time for farmers
and understand that by our prayers and kind words and
gestures, we help them not to grow weary or lose heart.
I also see this as a concern for churches, not just the
physical buildings but the faith communities. There is so
much change that we are living through, it is easy to
yearn for the externals of familiarity. Clinging to not
changing because ‘we’ve always done it that way’ ends
up weighing us down, rather than experiencing the joy
God promises. When we look to Jesus, he models for us
the importance of transformation. After all, without his
life, death and resurrection, we would have little hope. It
is even more important now, dear friends, to remain
faithful to God by the lives we live, the words we speak,
and the grace we extend.

That is the legacy we hope comforts those we leave
behind. I know that is what I remain focused on as I
journey with my mother being in hospice. I give thanks
for the chance I have to accompany her. November is a
time to give thanks to God for all that God has done, is
doing and will do. It is good to give thanks to the people
in our lives as well. So, I give thanks to you. I love being
your pastor and appreciate the opportunities I have to
remember I am surrounded by a great cloud of
witnesses. People have expressed concern that I will
retire soon. I am planning, God willing, to hopefully be
able to retire when I’m 70. Many of you already know,
my family and friends live in the Winona area, so my
desire is to serve God in a place closer to them. I am
trusting God that I am placed in a time and location to
best serve God. The bishop determines, by the grace of
God, the location annually. I can only request. Thank
you for your prayers and concern. As always, if you’d
like a visit or talk, please call and we’ll meet at your
earliest convenience.
Pastor Lora
Remember newsletter deadline is the 20th of every
month.
Loving Thoughts and Prayers Surround:
New Perspective
Rita Covert
Pleasant View Estates
Ken & Shirley Bauer
Faribault Senior Living
Mildred Tatge
Accura
Kathy Reinhardt
The Homestead of
Rochester
Lorry Wille
Mill City
Howard Dokken
At Home
Jean Pederson
Delbert Bultman
Jerry & Joan Schwake
Donovan Mueller
Doris Hildebrandt
Ken & Arlene Shaske
Arlene Bultman
Kaye Spike

Joys and Concerns
Consider this your invitation to invite someone you
know (including yourself) to grow in your
relationship with Christ. Some people find it
meaningful and helpful to become members of a
church. Some people prefer to take part in
ministries that they enjoy. It is all good. God simply
wants us to know that we are called Beloved and to
live fully in a life of faith growing deeper on our
journey as we continue to invite others along.

Please contact me if I can be of assistance to you
in your decision. God never gives up on us! PL
If you are in need of a ride to and from
church services or church events, please
contact a Council member. Council members
will attempt to arrange transportation for
you. Please do not allow transportation to
keep you from church. We want to see you there!
Norma Meyer would like to let the church community
know that her sister-in-law Dolores (Meyer) Quimby will
be celebrating her 90th birthday on Sunday Nov.
17th. Cards can be mailed to:
Dolores Quimby
110 Olive Street
PO Box 384
West Concord, MN 55985
Our Christian Sympathy to the family of Winnie Dokken.
Winnie, age 77, passed away Sept. 29 at the Owatonna
hospital. Funeral services were held at the Prairieville
United Methodist church on October 4 with interment at
a later date in the Prairieville church cemetery.
Many “Thanks” to all those who helped in any way at the
Germanfest at St. John’s. Whether you donated items
for the Bake Sale, the Farmer’s Market area, or worked
your 2-hour shift, or worked all day, your assistance was
greatly appreciated. 623 tickets were sold, so it was
another successful day even though it was a bit damp &
chilly. Thanks again for your help.

P-P-P Remember 2-2-2, 2nd 2sday of the month
2pm. Please keep setting aside time for pausing and praying
for our communities and praising God for all that God gives us.
We will meet again on November 19* (3rd Tue) at 2pm in
Faribault, at the Hy-Vee Caribou Coffee There we will share
coffee and conversation (less than an hour) concluding with
prayer. This is a great time to share in a small, informal setting
and just get to know one another better. Please come and get
to know your neighbors. People Pray Praise is an enjoyable
gathering with people you may not even know, other than me.
Your suggestions of locations that are easily accessible, easy
to find and open to the community help. It is great to connect
with one another. Plan for at least a half hour, no longer than
an hour. If you’re not able to come, please spend that
dedicated time in prayer. It makes a difference in the world and
in your own life. Schedule for 2019-2020: Dec 10 All Seasons
Community Center- Kenyon; Jan 14 Northfield; Feb 11
Faribault; Mar 10 Kenyon; Apr 14 Northfield; May 12 Faribault

New Bible Study:
The minor profits, Jonah, Amos and
Joel will be studied using the Lifeguide
Bible Study series. Studies will be held
Tuesdays at 7:00pm at St John's and
repeated Thursdays at 9:30am at Marjean's Cardinal
Point apartment. The first sessions are November 5th
and 7th. There will be no Bible studies during
Thanksgiving week.

Lifeguide Bible studies have been used in some of our
previous studies. We have found them to be thought
provoking, yet easy to understand. All are invited. Please
see Doug Spike.
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD-SJ The St. John’s
U.C.C. Women’s guild will again be gathering items to fill
Operation Christmas Child shoe boxes at our November
th
6 meeting. There is a Tote in the Narthex for loose
items or filled boxes, whichever you prefer. Donations of
cash for postage are also welcome. Postage is $9.00
per box. We are discussing doing something locally next
year-so if you have a suggestion, please speak with
Carol Hafemeyer, Judy Meese, Berdell Berquam or
Shirley Little. Remember-NO CANDY, TOOTHPASTE,
GUM, SEEDS, FOOD, LIQUIDS OR LOTIONS,
BREAKABLE CONTAINERS OR USED OR DAMAGED
ITEMS. Hand towels, washcloths, small bars of soap,
combs, socks, school supplies, t-shirts, small books &
toys, & etc. pack well. Thank you for your Donations!!!
St. John’s U.C.C. Women’s Guild

Wednesday Wear Update:

Keep bringing your donations. We could not be open
without them. We accept most things but, everything
needs to be clean. Also, we no longer take baby equipment
such as strollers, cribs, jumpers, car seats, and high chairs.
If questions call Marlene (507-332-2143) or Linda (507789-5376). We still take baby clothes.
Thank you to everyone who’s helping us out and spread
the word.

Mary’s Memo November/December
The bones in our body—how well do we
really know them? Probably only when they
hurt for one reason or another. As we age,
its arthritis that often makes itself known. So, we
really don’t know as much as we should.
Here’s a bit of information. Our bones are a living
and growing tissue. Bones are made mostly of
protein-collagen and minerals such as calcium and
phosphate. They allow us to be both flexible and
strong.
There are things you can do to keep our bones
healthy and strong.
-Get enough calcium. Low calcium intake
contributes to poor bone density, early bone loss
and an increased risk of fractures. It’s vital that
adults get 1,000 to 1,200 milligrams of calcium a day.
-Don’t neglect your Vitamin D. Vitamin D is
essential for calcium absorption. Adults should get
400 to 600 international (IU) each day.
-Don’t use tobacco. Tobacco use contributes to
weak bones. That includes all forms of tobacco.
-Limit alcohol use. Excessive alcohol use interferes
with your body’s ability to absorb calcium.

-Monitor your medications. Certain medications
including cardio-steroids, selective serotonin
reuptake inhibitors (SSAIs) and some bloodthinning medications can negatively affect your
bone health.
Calcium doesn’t just come in milk. Other sources
to consider: Low fat dairy products such as cheese
and yogurt, dark green leafy vegetables such as
broccoli or spinach, sardines and salmon with
bones, tofu, almonds, beans, and calcium fortified
foods. If still not getting enough, ask your doctor
about taking a calcium supplement.
More than 99% of your body’s calcium is kept in
your bones and teeth. Think about taking good care
of them through out your life.
*Flu vaccines are still available for anyone over 6
months. There are many places still giving them.
St. John’s UCC Mixed Choir
St. John’s UCC Mixed Choir will have
rehearsals each Sunday at 9:45 a.m.
St. John’s UCC Cleaning Committee

The St. John’s UCC cleaning committee for the
month of Nov. is: Berdell Berquam,

New Business: Janitor position is open and Duties to be
appointed to Craig Keller. Council will review duties at
future date.
Christmas Day worship Service to be scheduled at
10:00am Craig Keller will be in charge of organizing the
service.
Next Council Meeting November 11th at 6:30pm
Meeting was adjourned at 8:00pm with the Lord's
Prayer.
Sarah Becher, Secretary
2019 SJUCC WOMEN’S GUILD
Program-2019
November 6- 1:30 pm – Operation Christmas Child – Judy
Meese, hostess
No meeting in December
Program-2020
No meetings in Jan., Feb., & March
Quilting in April – date to be announced later
May 6, 2020 – Meeting at 1:30 pm Berdell Berquam and
Shirley Little co-hostessing
No meetings in June, July, or August
September 2, 2020 – Meeting at 1:30 PM Lois Bauer and
Norma Monroe co-hostessing
No meeting in October
November 4, 2020 Meeting at 1:30 PM Judy Meese
hostessing (program to be announced)
No meeting in December

Diane Bauer, and Bob & Becky Vukelich
St. John’s UCC Sunday School
St. John’s Sunday School, for children PreK-Grade 8,
meets Sunday mornings at 9:30. Please contact Carrie
Hess (littlehesshouse@gmail.com or 651-775-5594 if
you have or know of a child who would like to attend
Sunday School, or if you are interested in being a
substitute teacher.

St. John’s UCC
October 14, 2019
The October council meeting was called to order at
6:30pm by president Michelle Otte.
Pastor Lora opened with a prayer.
Secretary's report read and approved.
Treasure's report read and approved.
Trustee’s report as follows:
Pest control follow up shows not activity inside the
church.
The redecorating committee continues to collect bids.
Don continues to collect bids for roof repair to parish
hall.
No Fall clean-up will be scheduled. Spring clean-up to
be scheduled in the future.
Old Business: Ideas to promote youth in the
congregation will be discussed at next meeting.
Looking for Annual dates for new members to join.

The Nerstrand United Methodist Church
would like anyone interested in cleaning the
church to contact the Board officers. There is a
need for a cleaning committee.

Second Saturday Quilters
SSQ is open to people of all
churches and their friends.
Contact Deb Wille 507-323-4813
or 83159deb@gmail.com
Confirmation Class will begin October 27. We will be
continuing to meet monthly after worship at St. John’s
UCC by 11:45am, concluding by 1:15pm, beginning
October 27. Our remaining tentative schedule for 2019th
th
2020 is November 10 , December 8 , January 19,
February 9, March 22 April 19. As always, anyone is
th
th
welcome to join us. Typically, 7 and 8 graders
participate, but we accommodate in grace. We grow by
discussing our faith journey and what is essential to
understand God’s great love for all. Working with a
coach (a person of faith who is willing to share with a
student) helps us navigate the challenge of living in the
way Jesus models. Your prayers and hospitality
reinforce the caring experience. Confirmation Sunday
still to be determined, probably in May.
Special notices, Save the dates, Surround in Prayer:
Nov.3 All Saints Sunday/communion DST ends

Nov. 6 Women’s Guild-SJ
Nov. 11-13 vacation-PL
Nov. 14 Change to Chill Workshop-District One
Nov. 19 PPP 2pm Hy-Vee Caribou
Nov. 26 Thanksgiving Service 7pm-P
Nov. 28 Kispert Family-N
Dec 3 Light Up a Life- District One
Dec. 4 services 10am-Emeralds, 10:45 am Pleasant
Manor
Dec. 5 10:45am-New Perspective
Dec. 10 PPP 2pm All Seasons Kenyon
Dec. 14 Christmas Hildebrandt Party
Dec. 15 Christmas Program and Brunch-N
Dec 24 Christmas Eve 6pm-N, 7:30pm-SJ
Dec. 25 Christmas Day 10am-SJ
Feb. 26 Ash Wednesday 7pm-Gol
Mar. 4 Lenten service 7pm -N
Mar. 11 Lenten service 7pm-Grace
Mar.18 Lenten service 7pm-SJ
Mar. 25 Lenten service 7pm-Gol
Apr. 1 JRLC Day on the Hill, Lenten service-P
Apr. 9 Maundy/ Holy Thursday-SJ
Apr. 10 Good Friday-N
Fare For All 2019 Pick Up Dates: Nov. 7, Dec. 12
Once a month, participants may order and pay for packs
of produce and/or meat by stopping in at Hometown
Credit Union (1205 Highway 60) by 5pm or by calling
EBT 763-450-4217 by 2pm by Tuesday, Nov. 8, then
pick it up between 4 and 6 on pickup date at Faribault
Middle School (710 17th St SW) at the back of the
school nearest the nature center. Food may be ordered
every month or as often as you wish! Here is what is
available: Produce Pack, $10 (5 varieties of fresh
vegetables and at least 2 varieties of fresh fruit) Mini
Meat Pack, $11 (A minimum of 4 assorted frozen meat
items, 3-5 lbs.—Never includes pork) Combo Pack, $20
(Saves you $1 by combining the Produce and Mini Meat
Pack) Mega Meat Pack, $25 (7-9 assorted frozen meat
items) In addition, there are monthly “Hot Buy” specials
available that change each month. For more information,
follow the Facebook page: Fare for All in Faribault or
contact Brenda Boone at brendaboone1221@msn.com.
Service opportunity: 4-5 volunteers are needed each
month at distribution from 3:45-6pm
Nov. 2 11am-1pm Faith UMC Annual Mission Bazaar &
th
Luncheon, 801 4 Ave. NE Waseca
th

100 Anniversary Gala 1919-2019 Camphor Memorial
UMC December 15 reception 1pm, Gala 2:15pm $50,
Midpointe Event Center 415 Pascal St. N, St. Paul, MN
55104 651. 224.0341. Tickets must be purchased in
advance by phone or by mail to 585 Fuller Ave., St.
Paul, MN 55103-2246, checks to Camphor UMC
We would like to invite you to Our Whole Lives; Caring
Through Congregations - a Conference at Christ United
Methodist Church November 22 • 6:30 - 8:00pm in
our Sanctuary. This conference is aimed at caregivers.
We will explore self-care as we move through life while
helping others. Featuring nationally recognized Keynote

Speaker Ben Wolfe, Former head of St Mary’s Grief
Center, Duluth, past President MN and US Association
of Death Education and Support, Professor University of
MN Duluth and School of Medicine. All are welcome to
join this free workshop.
BEING PREPARED WHEN DISASTER STRIKES
November 12th- Tuesday 7pm – 8:15pm WHERE
American Legion 112 5th St. NE, Faribault MN 55021
Protect your family! Learn proactive ways to prepare for
disasters, emergencies and winter weather. Be prepared
and be a safety advocate to help your community. Free.
UMC District Superintendent Cynthia Williams is
offering two cluster church conferences, one on
December 8, 2019 at 1 p.m.at Evangel UMC in
Rochester and the other at 1 p.m. on January 5, 2020
at La Crescent UMC.
In May 2020, the United Methodist General
Conference will be in Minneapolis. Thank you for your
prayers. Pastor Lora will be volunteering to welcome the
delegates from around the world. You are welcome to
volunteer as well, check out the website.
Food Shelf Items always welcome. Each church has a
location where you may bring items. Your help by
delivering those items to our local food shelves is greatly
appreciated. Your gifts witness to our mission focus for
anyone coming to our churches! Thanks for your
ministry. Together, we help feed our communities.
Ruth's House thanks the Rice County community for
their generous donations, which go to provide basic
needs to local families Donations may be dropped off at
Ruth's House in Faribault on Tuesday 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
and Saturday Noon - 2:00 pm. If you would like to offer
other items please contact Ruth's House Donations
Coordinator, Sandy, at 507-581-1374 or
psvarley@gmail.com, before dropping off. Please
contact Suzzanne for volunteer opportunities!
suzzannef.ruthshouse@gmail.com
Faribault Area Hospice Foundation is committed to
supporting Faribault Area patients receiving Hospice
Care. For more information or to apply for assistance,
please contact: www.faribaultareahospicefoundation.org
or info@faribaultareahospicefoundation,org or call 1866-506-7049 0r write Faribault Area Hospice
Foundation 200 State Avenue, Faribault, MN 55021
Habitat for Humanity On November 15, 7:30pm Fred
the Bear and a few special guest performers will present
Won’t Back Down, An Evening of Music by Tom Petty at
the Paradise Center for the Arts in Faribault. Tickets are
$16 for Paradise members, $21 for non-members and
$12 for students. They’re available right now, so you
should go get yours while you can. For more information
visit paradisecenterforthearts.org
Aside from the fact that we get to spend a night playing
some of the best rock & roll music ever written, we’re
doing this in conjunction with Rice County Habitat for

Humanity, who will receive a full 35% of the evening’s
proceeds. Just as Tom himself would have wanted,
we’re rockin’ for a great cause. Since 1976, this
organization has helped families in need of shelter by
working with them to build houses and advocating for
affordable housing. The Rice County Chapter was
chartered in 1991 and built their first home in 1993. In
just the last three years alone, they have built eight
homes in the Northfield/Faribault area.
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Southern Minnesota
serve children ages 5-14 in Dodge, Rice, Steele and
Waseca Counties. Our mission: Provide children facing
adversity with strong and enduring professionally
supported one-to-one relationships that change lives for
the better, forever. Contact info: 545 Dunnell Drive,
Owatonna 607-451-5922, 322 Central Ave., Faribault,
507-334-0258 202 W Main Str., Kasson, 507-634-4595,
Waseca 507-451-5922 www.bbbsofsouthernmn.org
megan@bbbsofsouthernmn.org
Remember that our NAMI Family Support group
meets every 1st and 3rd Tuesday 7:00-8:30pm in
Room 220 at the Northfield Community Resource Center
(1651 Jefferson Parkway). (NAMI is National Alliance for
the Mentally Ill)
Jesusfood is a mission project in the Faribault mall. They
have time available to pack meals for children around the world
on the 1st Sat of every month starting at 10AM, done before
noon. Cost averages about $60 per person, if you can afford it.
But there is not a minimum, so as people can afford, it's what
we'll pack. Call for info: 507-469-4357, or email:
info@JesusFood.org

Early Childhood Family Education ECFE classes are
for all families with children from birth to kindergarten
age! We offer a variety of classes to fit your needs!
Classes meet once per week. Registration is open
NOW! Join a class at any time. Call to find out more!
507-333-6460 Or go online to
https://faribault.ce.eleyo.com and click on Early
Childhood Family Education (ECFE)
The Walk to Emmaus is a weekend experience of
Christian spiritual renewal and formation that begins
with a short course in Christianity. It is an opportunity to
meet Jesus Christ again, in a new way, as God's grace
and love is revealed to you through the grace and love of
other believers. I ‘d love to sponsor you. Upcoming dates
are Winter 2020 Men Jan 16-19 at Good Counsel –
Mankato Women Jan 23-26 at Good Counsel - Mankato
Please contact www.mnemmaus.org Pastor Lora
Cathedral Cafe' By Candlelight Dinner Event will be
November 23rd, the Saturday before Thanksgiving again this
year. We will be looking for people to decorate a table. We
always have people looking to join a table in order to be part of
this event. Have some fun...decorate a table, there are many
people willing to help and support you! You can call Carolyn at
339-9554 or Carole at 334-3420.

Faribault Community School at Jefferson Elementary
and Faribault Middle School Monday-Thursdays, 3-

4:30pm youth clubs, 4:30-5:30pm, community dinner $4
at Jefferson Elementary, variety of programs 5:306:30pm, contact Maki Love mlove@faribault.k12.mn.us
Upcoming scriptures, read and reflect to prepare for
worship: Nov 1, 2019 All Saints Day Red or White Dan
7:1-3, 15-18; Ps 149; Eph 1:11-23; Lk 6:20-31, Nov 3,
2019 All Saints Sunday-Red or White 21st Sun after
Pentecost-Green (Daylight Saving Time ends 2 a.m.)
Hab 1:1-4, 2:1-4; Ps 119:137-144; 2 Thess 1:1-4; 11-12;
Lk19:1-10, Nov. 10, 2019 22nd Sun after Pentecost
Nov.11: Veterans Day (USA) Green Hag 1:15b-2:9; Ps
145 1-5, 17-21; 2 Thess 2:1-5, 13-17; Lk 20:27-38,
November 17, 2019 23rd Sunday after Pentecost Green
Isaiah 65:17-25; Isa 12; 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13; Luke
21:5-19, November 24, 2019 Christ the King/Reign of
Christ White Jeremiah 23:1-6; Luke 1:68-79; Colossians
1:11-20; Luke 23:33-43, November 28, 2019
Thanksgiving Day (USA) Green Deuteronomy 26:1-11;
Psalm 100; Philippians 4:4-9; John 6:25-35

Service Schedule for 2019:
9:00 AM WORSHIP AT NERSTRAND UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
12 Maple Street, Nerstrand, MN 55053
E-mail: stjohnsuccnumc@live.com

Phone:507.332.4089

10:30 AM WORSHIP AT ST JOHN’S UNITED CHURCH OF
CHRIST
19086 Jacobs Ave, Faribault, MN 55021
E-mail: stjohnsuccnumc@live.com Phone: 5077895766
Website: https://stjohnsunitedchurchofchrist.info

Lora Sturm, Pastor All the People, Ministers Phone: 507.330.0025 Email: pastorlora@live.com

