
BUILDING A FUTURE WITH HOPE BY REACHING 
OUT AND GROWING DEEPER December 1, we begin 
a new year, according to the church calendar, as we 
enter the season of Advent. I like this reminder to look at 
things anew, to invite God to transform my attitude by 
actively listening to God and one another. I think the 
following article has a lot to say to us. Please read with 
an eye to seeing how God is inviting you to do 
something new. Imagine again what God will do to show 
love for you and me, even being born as a tiny 
vulnerable baby. We are called to live lives of 
abundance in gratitude for God. It Used to Work So Well 
By Lovett H. Weems, Jr. on October 23, 2019 Leading Ideas 
Lovett Weems says that a congregation’s success can 
lead to its demise if the creativity and adaptability that 
made the congregation vital becomes frozen in place. 
This irony can be surmounted only if a church maintains 
dynamic interactions with its constituencies and the 
surrounding environment. 
“It is one of the paradoxes of success,” says Charles 
Handy, “that the things and ways which got you there 
are seldom those things that will keep you there.” 
Familiar patterns recur in unusually successful 
organizations. Things go well when there is congruence 
among mission, context, and structure, driven by the 
passion of people convinced that they are doing the 
most important thing in the world. But size and time take 
a toll. New people are further away from the original 
vision, and now the structures needed for a growing and 
maturing organization create distance and layers that 
dampen passion. The momentum of past success 
continues, often for a long time, so long as the 
environment is relatively stable. It is when the context 
shifts that years of living off past success take their toll 
on an organization that long ago lost its capacity to 
adapt nimbly. The great leadership author, Max De Pree, 
wrote, “Success is fragile, like a butterfly. We usually 
crush the life out of it in our efforts to possess it.” 
Churches must find ways to monitor the pulse of the 
community so they know when the old ways no longer 
carry the power they once did. 
The fabled Icarus of Greek mythology was quite 
impressed with his ability to fly so high with wings made 
by his father of wax and feathers. Success caused him 
to ignore his father’s warning not to fly close to the sun. 
The sun melted his artificial wings, plunging him to death 
in the Aegean Sea. Strength can become weakness, 
and success, failure. The power of Icarus’s wings gave 
rise to the hubris that doomed him. 
In congregations, success can lead to demise. There are 
many reasons why such downfalls occur. At some point, 
the creativity and adaptability that made congregations 
vital in the first place become frozen in place. They stop 
being responsive to the changing situation and 
circumstances in which they function. What at one time 
was a great strength — clarity about key values, 
priorities and commitments — now leads to weakness. 
The church finds itself no longer taken as seriously by 
others as they always assumed would be the case. They 

kept playing the same notes while the audience 
changed. They forgot that the programs and practices 
they insist on maintaining today originally were new 
patterns developed to address the particular needs and 
circumstances of a previous time. 
We all know of congregations that have been strong and 
vital. Yet they continued to do those things that brought 
earlier success, without attending to all the changes 
around them. In fact, the temptation, when old ways no 
longer produce the same results, is to play the old notes 
louder and louder, thus producing caricatures instead of 
adaptation. Previous strength becomes the source of 
demise. 
The wisest approach is for churches to stay in dynamic 
interaction with its constituencies and environment, with 
those inside the church and those outside. New church 
plants are far more attuned to what is going on in the 
community and who the unchurched are than are 
leaders of existing congregations. Churches must find 
ways to monitor the pulse of the community so they 
know when the old ways no longer carry the power they 
once did. 
The temptation, when old ways no longer produce the 
same results, is to play the old notes louder and louder, 
thus producing caricatures instead of adaptation. 
Previous strength becomes the source of demise. 
Pastor Lora               PS: God is saying pay attention! 
 
Remember newsletter deadline is the 20th of every 
month.  

 
Loving Thoughts and Prayers Surround: 
New Perspective  
Rita Covert  
Joan Schwake 
Pleasant View Estates 
Ken & Shirley Bauer 
Faribault Senior Living 
Mildred Tatge 
Accura 
Kathy Reinhardt 
The Homestead of Rochester 
Lorry Wille 
Mill City 
Howard Dokken 
At Home 
Jean Pederson 
Delbert Bultman 
Donovan Mueller 
Doris Hildebrandt 
Ken & Arlene Shaske 
Arlene Bultman 
Kaye Spike 

 
Note: There will be a Christmas Eve service at 
Prairieville Church at 7:00 PM. 
 

  DECEMBER CHURCHLETTER   



St. John’s UCC trustees will be decorating the 

church for Christmas on Saturday, November 30th 

at 9:00 a.m. Anyone who would like to help 

decorate is welcome. 

If you are in need of a ride to and from 
church services or church events, please 
contact a Council member. Council 
members will attempt to arrange 
transportation for you. Please do not allow 
transportation to keep you from church. 

We want to see you there!  

THANK YOU-to the congregation of St. John’s UCC for your 
generous donations to Operation Christmas Child.  Also for 
supporting the bake sales for Germanfest and Big Woods 
Race. It takes the WHOLE community to make a project a 
success.  Blessings for the Holiday Season.                                  
St. John’s UCC Women’s Guild 

Our Christian Sympathy to the family of Phyllis Story. 
Phyllis passed away Oct. 2 in Arizona. Funeral services 
were held Nov. 2 at Prairieville United Methodist Church. 
 
Our Christian Sympathy to the family of Gerald 
Schwake. Gerald, age 89, passed away Oct. 31 at 
home. Funeral services were held Nov. 4, at St. John’s 
United Church of Christ. 
 
Our Christian Sympathy to Norma Monroe on the death 
of her brother. Funeral services were held Nov. 23 in 
South Dakota.  
 
The Trustees will be decorating the church at St. John’s 
for the Christmas season on Saturday, November 30 
beginning at 9 am. Any and all volunteers to help will be 
appreciated. 
 

Nerstrand UMC Christmas Program and Breakfast 
Dec. 15 9 a.m. Our Christmas project this year is for the 
Emma Norton Residence in St. Paul. We filled 4 
Welcome Baskets-these were laundry baskets filled with 
sheets, pillows, blankets, towels, soap, and etc. These 
are complete and will be delivered after Thanksgiving. 
May these be a blessing for these women. A thank-you 
to all who donated and to Vickie Schweisthal for making 
4 beautiful quilts. 
 
The Elders at St. John’s UCC will be taking donations 
and orders for Christmas treat bags the first three 
Sundays in December after the regular worship service. 
Please contact an elder, Michelle Otte, Doug Spike, or 
Gayle Bauer. Last day to order bags will be December 

15. Bags will be distributed following the Christmas Eve 
service.  
 

A Holiday Coffee!  

On Sat. Dec. 21st. from 9-11am 

the Nerstrand United Methodist 

Church would love to have you 

join them for Holiday treats, 

cider, coffee, and good conversation! 

Everyone is welcome!! 

 
 

All are welcome to attend the 
special Christmas Day service 
at St. John’s UCC at 10:00 a. m. 
The service will feature 

inspirational readings, Choir Anthems, 
instrumentalists, & singing of Christmas Carols. Invite 
your whole family to share in this hour of 
worshipping together in celebrating the birth of our 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

P-P-P Remember 2-2-2, 2nd 2sday of the month 
2pm. Please keep setting aside time for pausing and praying 

for our communities and praising God for all that God gives us. 
We will meet again face to face on December 10th at 2pm in 
Kenyon, at the new Kenyon Bar and Grill (site of former 
Schweich’s). There we will share coffee and conversation 

(less than an hour) concluding with prayer. This is a great time 
to share in a small, informal setting and just get to know one 
another better. Please come and get to know your neighbors. 
People Pray Praise is an enjoyable gathering with people you 
may not even know, other than me.  
Remember, if you’re not able to join us physically, your 
presence in prayer matters. That is what changes lives. Your 
suggestions of locations that are easily accessible, easy to find 
and open to the community help. It is great to connect with one 
another. Plan for at least a half hour, no longer than an hour. If 
you’re not able to come, please spend that dedicated time in 
prayer. It makes a difference in the world and in your own life. 
Schedule for 2020: Jan 14 Northfield; Feb 11 Faribault; Mar 10 
Kenyon; Apr 14 Northfield; May 12 Faribault 
 

New Bible Study: The minor prophets, Jonah, Amos 
and Joel will be studied using the 
Lifeguide Bible Study series. Studies 
will be held Tuesdays at 7:00pm at St 

John's UCC and repeated Thursdays at 
9:30am at Marjean's Cardinal Point apartment. There will 
be no Bible studies during Christmas week. 
 
Lifeguide Bible studies have been used in some of our 
previous studies. We have found them to be thought 
provoking, yet easy to understand. All are invited. Please 
see Doug Spike. 
 

 
"Dear Friends, 
Wanted: “Christmas and Winter 
Treasures” 



As you are unpacking your Christmas decorations and 
come across some items you no longer need or want, 
please consider donating them to the Nerstrand United 
Methodist Women for a 2020 Event.  (Over the coming 
months, you will learn about this fun event.  You will be 
invited!)  No, this does not replace the Fall 
Festival.  Watch for more specifics as the New Year 
unfolds! 
We are looking for items that are new, unused, or nearly 
new. Please...in working order, no chips or cracks, all 
pieces are included, and free of pet hair. We will be 
collecting things with a Christmas theme (and also a 
Winter theme). 
Our Wish list: 
Nativity Sets/Mangers 
Angels 
Snowmen 
Candles (only new/unused), candleholders 
Christmas Table Attire such as tablecloths, table 
runners, napkins, placemats, and aprons) 
Artificial wreaths and garlands 
Smaller Artificial Trees (all pieces need to be there, and 
if there are lights on them, please make sure they work) 
Ornaments 
Gift Bags, Ribbon, and Gift Tags 
Wrapping paper 
Storage Containers 
Christmas cards (make sure there are envelopes) 
Christmas dishes, glasses, mugs, platters, and serving 
dishes 
Stuffed Animals (clean ones) 
Christmas Tins 
Centerpieces 
Christmas and Winter Books, 
including cookbooks (adult and 
children’s) 
Puzzles and Games (please, all 
pieces) 
Christmas Sweaters (for men, women, and children) 
Neckties 
Jewelry 
Scarves (Christmas theme and also, the warm and cozy 
kind) 
Christmas Collectibles 
Christmas Vintage Items 
Signs... 
So, as you are unpacking your Christmas decorations 
and find items you no longer need, please remember 
us. You can drop off your contributions at the Nerstrand 
Methodist Church before or after a Sunday service or on 
Wednesday Wear Days (Wednesdays1-6pm and 
Saturdays 9-noon) 
Wishing you and yours a very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy, Healthy New Year. 
Thank You so much!  With your help and support, we 
just might make this a part of an annual event! 
The Nerstrand United Methodist Church Women (& 
Friends) 

Wednesday Wear:   
Keep bringing your donations. We could not be open 
without them. We accept most things but, everything 
needs to be clean. Also, we no longer take baby equipment 

such as strollers, cribs, jumpers, car seats, and high chairs. 
If questions call Marlene (507-332-2143) or Linda (507-
789-5376). We still take baby clothes. 
Thank you to everyone who’s helping us out and spreading 
the word. 
 

St. John’s UCC Mixed Choir       
St. John’s UCC Mixed Choir will have 
rehearsals each Sunday in Dec. at 9:45 
a.m.  

 

St. John’s UCC Cleaning Committee  

The St. John’s UCC cleaning committee for the 
month of Dec. is: Becky Tatge, Doug Spike and 
Keith & Kim Keller 
 
St. John’s UCC Sunday School 
St. John’s Sunday School will hold our annual Christmas 
Eve program at 7:30pm on Tuesday, December 24.  

Practice will be during our normal Sunday School time, 
9:30-10:20am, December 1, 8, 15, and 22.  We will hold 
our dress rehearsal and Christmas party on Monday, 
December 23, beginning with dinner at 6pm.  

There will be no Sunday School on December 29; 
classes will resume January 5, 2020, for all children Pre-
K through 8

th
 grade.  For more information, or if you 

would like to assist with the Christmas program or as a 
substitute teacher, please contact Carrie Hess (651-775-
5594 or littlehesshouse@gmail.com). 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

St. John’s UCC  
November 11, 2019 
The November council meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM 
by President Michelle Otte.  
Pastor Lora was not present, but shared a reading on what the 
effective behaviors of giving are by Matt Miofsky and Jason 
Byassee. 
Secretary’s report was read and approved. 
Treasure’s report was read and approved. 
Trustee’s report is as follows: 
        *The Plunkett Pest Control report was read 
        *Better Air of Northfield will be in to checkout the furnace 
in the near future. 
        *Two bids are in for the roof and will be brought up at the 
Annual Congregational Meeting. 
Old Business: 
        *The Yoking Agreement was motioned, seconded and 
approved. 
New Business: 
       *The decorating of the Church will be on December 3rd at 9 
AM. 
       *The apples have been ordered for the Christmas Bags to be 
handed out on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 
Next Council Meeting will be held December 16th ay 6:30 PM. 
Meeting adjourned at 7:50 PM with the Lord’s Prayer. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?start=267&hl=en&tbo=d&biw=1280&bih=637&tbm=isch&tbnid=2wylKcNCy613yM:&imgrefurl=http://www.artclips.com/clipart/free/free_clips/freerealestateclipart.asp&docid=2hM1_QGy7lkBBM&imgurl=http://www.artclips.com/clipart/free/clipart/Broom.gif&w=127&h=137&ei=blSkUPvNG8KkrAHKvYHQDA&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=948&vpy=135&dur=715&hovh=109&hovw=101&tx=96&ty=89&sig=103060096219756990092&page=9&tbnh=109&tbnw=101&ndsp=36&ved=1t:429,r:1,s:300,i:7
http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=1252&bih=709&tbm=isch&tbnid=cJa0R52nCptS7M:&imgrefurl=http://www.123rf.com/photo_7573646_multi-colored-musical-notes-and-staff-swirling-around-a-sixteenth-note.html&docid=q-qah1A7yLqo7M&imgurl=http://us.123rf.com/400wm/400/400/ponytail1414/ponytail14141008/ponytail1414100800020/7573646-multi-colored-musical-notes-and-staff-swirling-around-a-sixteenth-note.jpg&w=1065&h=1200&ei=8ccWUrn3O6Pg2gWIz4CoCw&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:60,s:0,i:270&iact=rc&page=4&tbnh=164&tbnw=149&start=59&ndsp=22&tx=80&ty=112


Bob Vukelich, Secretary 
 

2019 SJUCC WOMEN’S GUILD                Program-2019   
No meeting in December 

Program-2020 

No meetings in Jan., Feb., & March 

Quilting in April – date to be announced later 

May 6, 2020 – Meeting at 1:30 pm Berdell Berquam and 

Shirley Little co-hostessing 

No meetings in June, July, or August 

September 2, 2020 – Meeting at 1:30 PM Lois Bauer and 

Norma Monroe co-hostessing 

No meeting in October 

November 4, 2020 Meeting at 1:30 PM Judy Meese 

hostessing (program to be announced) 

No meeting in December  

 

November 6, 2019   1:30 pm 

The November meeting of St. John’s U.C.C. Women’s Guild 

was called to order by Vice-Chairperson, Judy Meese.  Pastor 

Lora and six members were present. 

Secretary’s report was read and approved.  Treasurer’s report 

was read by Judy in Bredell’s absence.  We have $2890.05 in 

checking.  MMS to leave at least $800.00 in the checking at 

the end of the year for next year’s expenses, and the 

treasurer was directed to write a check for the balance in the 

account to the church council, AFTER all year end bills are 

paid. 

Pastor Lora reported that the next session of Bible Study will 

be on the Prophets.  Thanksgiving services will be at 

Prairieville church on Tuesday evening, November 26, at 7:00 

PM.   Christmas Eve service at St. John’s UCC will be on 

December 24, at 7:30 PM. 

Correspondence:  Thank Yous were read from the Flaa’s and 

from Rice County Social Services for the Quilts. 

Old Business: Shirley gave a report on the Quilts: The church 

women tied 22 quilts in April.  Two quilts were given for 

graduation to Kasandra Keller and Allison Schmoll.  7 were 

sold at Germanfest, 2 sold at Big Woods Run, and 13 quilts 

were donated-3 to Kenyon Sunset Home, 3 to Hope Center, 3 

to Rice County, and 4 to St. Lucas care center (Emeralds).  It 

was decided NOT to continue our annual giving to Operation 

Christmas Child next year, but try to do something charitable 

within Rice County in 2020.  If you have suggestions, please 

talk to Shirley, Judy, Berdell, or Carol. 

New Business: Decision for charitable giving will be made at 

the May, 2020 meeting.  Shirley will order poinsettias for 

special thoughts people. 

Next meeting-May 6, 2020 with Berdell Berquam and Shirley 

Little co-hostessing. 

No birthday songs.  Meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s 

Prayer. 

Devotional time was spent packing Operation Christmas child 

shoe boxes.  Members packed 36 boxes to be delivered later. 

Lunch was served by Judy Meese. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Shirley Little, Women’s Guild Secretary 

  

The Nerstrand United Methodist Church 
would like anyone interested in cleaning the 
church to contact the Board officers. There is a 
need for a cleaning committee. 

 

Second Saturday Quilters   

SSQ will meet on Thursday, 

December 5th at 5:00 for our 

Christmas Potluck at Deb 

Wille's 

home. We will not be sewing at this meeting. Bring 

a dish to pass and 2 - 1yard pieces of good quality 

fabric, wrapped separately for a gift exchange. We 

will also continue discussion on the raffle quilt, 

bring your ideas for layout.  

Second Saturday Quilters is open to people of all 

churches and their friends. Contact Deb Wille - 

507-323-4813 or 83159deb@gmail.com 

 
Confirmation Class will be continuing to meet monthly 
after worship at St. John’s UCC by 11:45am, 
concluding by 1:15pm. Our remaining tentative 
schedule for 2019-2020 is December 8

th
, January 19, 

February 9, March 22, April 19. As always, anyone is 
welcome to join us. Typically, 7

th
 and 8

th
 graders 

participate, but we accommodate in grace. We grow by 
discussing our faith journey and what is essential to 
understand God’s great love for all. Working with a 
coach (a person of faith who is willing to share with a 
student) helps us navigate the challenge of living in the 
way Jesus models. Your prayers and hospitality 
reinforce the caring experience. Confirmation Sunday 
still to be determined, probably in May. 
 
The Pension Boards-UCC and United Church Board for 
Ministerial Assistance collect an offering annually in 
December. This year on Dec.8. For decades, the 
Christmas Fund — formerly known as "Veterans of the 
Cross" — has helped provide supplemental monies for 
pension and health insurance premiums to low-income 
retirees. At Christmas, the offering provides gift checks 
to hundreds of annuitants, but it also provides 
emergency assistance to clergy and lay employees and 
their families throughout the year. Last year, $2.539,471 
was collected and distributed among needy families. 
 
Special notices, Save the dates, Surround in Prayer: 
Dec 2 Light Up a Life- District One 7pm 

mailto:83159deb@gmail.com


Dec 4 services 10am-Emeralds, 10:45 am Pleasant 
Manor 
Dec 5 10:45am services-New Perspective 
Dec 10 PPP 2pm Kenyon Bar and Grill Kenyon 
Dec 14 Christmas Hildebrandt Party-N 
Dec 15 Christmas Program and Brunch-N 
Dec 21 Holiday Coffee 9am-11am-N 
Dec 24 Christmas Eve 6pm-N, 7:30pm-SJ   7pm-P 
Dec. 25 Christmas Day 10am-SJ 
Feb. 26 Ash Wednesday 7pm-Gol 
Mar. 4 Lenten service 7pm -N 
Mar. 11 Lenten service 7pm-Grace 
Mar.18 Lenten service 7pm-SJ 
Mar. 25 Lenten service 7pm-Gol 
Apr. 1 JRLC Day on the Hill, Lenten service-P 
Apr. 9 Maundy/ Holy Thursday-SJ 
Apr. 10 Good Friday-N 
 
Fare For All 2019 Pick Up Dates: Dec. 12 Once a 
month, participants may order and pay for packs of 
produce and/or meat by stopping in at Hometown Credit 
Union (1205 Highway 60) by 5pm or by calling EBT 763-
450-4217 by 2pm by Tuesday, Dec. 10, then pick it up 
between 4 and 6 on pickup date at Faribault Middle 
School (710 17th St SW) at the back of the school 
nearest the nature center.  Food may be ordered every 
month or as often as you wish!  Here is what is available: 
Produce Pack, $10 (5 varieties of fresh vegetables and 
at least 2 varieties of fresh fruit) Mini Meat Pack, $11 (A 
minimum of 4 assorted frozen meat items, 3-5 lbs.—
Never includes pork) Combo Pack, $20 (Saves you $1 
by combining the Produce and Mini Meat Pack) Mega 
Meat Pack, $25 (7-9 assorted frozen meat items) In 
addition, there are monthly “Hot Buy” specials available 
that change each month. For more information, follow 
the Facebook page:  Fare for All in Faribault or contact 
Brenda Boone at brendaboone1221@msn.com. Service 
opportunity: 4-5 volunteers are needed each month at 
distribution from 3:45-6pm 
 
100

th
 Anniversary Gala 1919-2019 Camphor Memorial 

UMC December 15 reception 1pm, Gala 2:15pm $50, 
Midpointe Event Center 415 Pascal St. N, St. Paul, MN 
55104 651. 224.0341. Tickets must be purchased in 
advance by phone or by mail to 585 Fuller Ave., St. 
Paul, MN 55103-2246, checks to Camphor UMC 
 
In May 2020, the United Methodist General 
Conference will be in Minneapolis. Thank you for your 
prayers. Pastor Lora will be volunteering to welcome the 
delegates from around the world. You are welcome to 
volunteer as well, check out the website.  
                     
Food Shelf Items always welcome. Each church has a 
location where you may bring items. Your help by 
delivering those items to our local food shelves is greatly 
appreciated. Your gifts witness to our mission focus for 
anyone coming to our churches! Thanks for your 
ministry. Together, we help feed our communities.  
 
Ruth's House thanks the Rice County community for 
their generous donations, which go to provide basic 

needs to local families Donations may be dropped off at 
Ruth's House in Faribault on Tuesday 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 
and Saturday Noon - 2:00 pm.  If you would like to offer 
other items please contact Ruth's House Donations 
Coordinator, Sandy, at 507-581-1374 or 
psvarley@gmail.com, before dropping off. Please 
contact Suzzanne for volunteer opportunities!  
suzzannef.ruthshouse@gmail.com  
 
Faribault Area Hospice Foundation is committed to 
supporting Faribault Area patients receiving Hospice 
Care. For more information or to apply for assistance, 
please contact: www.faribaultareahospicefoundation.org 
or info@faribaultareahospicefoundation,org or call 1-
866-506-7049 0r write Faribault Area Hospice 
Foundation 200 State Avenue, Faribault, MN 55021 
Don’t forget Dec 3 Light Up a Life- District One 
 
Habitat for Humanity The weather has not been 
cooperative, but we are STILL BUILDING! Sign up to 
help us out in our efforts HERE! Rice County Habitat for 
Humanity www.habitatricecounty.org 507.323.5167 
Questions?  Call Jodi, our Volunteer Coordinator, 507-
403-7868 See our progress with the pictures below.  
Top:  706 30th Street NW, Faribault and Bottom:  3000 
Acorn Trail, Faribault. 
.  
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Southern Minnesota 
serve children ages 5-14 in Dodge, Rice, Steele and 
Waseca Counties. Our mission: Provide children facing 
adversity with strong and enduring professionally 
supported one-to-one relationships that change lives for 
the better, forever. Contact info: 545 Dunnell Drive, 
Owatonna 607-451-5922, 322 Central Ave., Faribault, 
507-334-0258   202 W Main Str., Kasson, 507-634-4595, 
Waseca 507-451-5922 www.bbbsofsouthernmn.org 
megan@bbbsofsouthernmn.org 
 
Remember that our NAMI Family Support group 
meets every 1st and 3rd Tuesday 7:00-8:30pm in 
Room 220 at the Northfield Community Resource Center 
(1651 Jefferson Parkway). (NAMI is National Alliance for 
the Mentally Ill)   
 
Jesusfood is a mission project in the Faribault mall. They 

have time available to pack meals for children around the world 
on the 1st Sat of every month starting at 10AM, done before 
noon. Cost averages about $60 per person, if you can afford it. 
But there is not a minimum, so as people can afford, it's what 
we'll pack. Call for info: 507-469-4357, or email: 
info@JesusFood.org 

 
Early Childhood Family Education ECFE classes are 
for all families with children from birth to kindergarten 
age! We offer a variety of classes to fit your needs! 
Classes meet once per week. Registration is open 
NOW! Join a class at any time. Call to find out more!  
507-333-6460 Or go online to 
https://faribault.ce.eleyo.com and click on Early 
Childhood Family Education (ECFE)  
                                                               
The Walk to Emmaus is a weekend experience of 
Christian spiritual renewal and formation that begins 

mailto:suzzannef.ruthshouse@gmail.com
http://www.habitatricecounty.org/
mailto:megan@bbbsofsouthernmn.org
mailto:info@JesusFood.org


with a short course in Christianity. It is an opportunity to 
meet Jesus Christ again, in a new way, as God's grace 
and love is revealed to you through the grace and love of 
other believers. I ‘d love to sponsor you. Upcoming dates 
are Winter 2020 Men Jan 16-19 at Good Counsel – 
Mankato Women Jan 23-26 at Good Counsel - Mankato 
Please contact www.mnemmaus.org   Pastor Lora 
 
The Evangelical Free Church of Faribault 1039 St Paul 
Ave, Faribault MN will be hosting a free class for anyone 
who is divorced or widowed and is having to start all 
over with their lives and/or thinking about reentering the 
dating world. The class focuses on our need for God in 
our lives and in our relationships, it also focuses on 
rebuilding your life in a successful way. We also teach 
healthy and unhealthy aspects of relationships so that 
you can have happy and healthy relationships going 
forward. This class is also designed to help couples who 
are struggling and possibly considering divorce and are 
hoping to reconcile or improve their marriage. This class 
runs January 6-February 10th Monday nights 6:30-
8:30pm. Please contact Jennifer to register and for more 
information. 507-210-6339.   
 
Faribault Community School at Jefferson Elementary 
and Faribault Middle School Monday-Thursdays, 3-
4:30pm youth clubs, 4:30-5:30pm, community dinner $4 
at Jefferson Elementary, variety of programs 5:30-
6:30pm, contact Maki Love mlove@faribault.k12.mn.us 
Did you know? The Advent Wreath is circular and 
evergreen, signifying God’s eternity and endless mercy 
without end. The four candles represent Jesus’ light for a 
dark and sinful world and our call to reflect the light and 
grace of God in the world. The purple candle represents 
the penitent spirit. Some faith communities have 
replaced purple for blue (royalty) to distinguish Advent 
from the Lenten Season. The one pink or rose candle 
sometimes used to celebrate Gaudete Sunday (from the 
Latin word for “rejoice”) symbolizes joy. One of the four 
candles is lit for each Sunday of Advent. In the center is 
one white candle called the Christ Candle. It is 
traditionally lit on Christmas Eve or Day, where there is a 
service on these days. Use this reminder at home, too.  
 
Upcoming scriptures, read and reflect to prepare for 
worship: 1 Dec. Isaiah 2:1-5 Psalm 122 Romans 13:11-
14 Matthew 24:36-44 Colors Purple Blue; 8 Dec Isaiah 
11:1-10 Psalm 72 Romans 15:4-13 Matthew 3:1-12 
Colors Purple Blue; 15 Dec Isaiah 35:1-10 Luke 1:46b-
55 James 5:7-10 Matthew 11:2-11 Colors Purple Blue; 
22 Dec Isaiah 7:10-16 Psalm 80:1-7,17-19 Romans 1:1-
7 Matthew 1:18-25 Colors Purple Blue; 24 December 
Isaiah 9:2-7 Psalm 96 Titus 2:11-14 Luke 2:1-20  
Colors Gold White; 29 December Isaiah 63:7-9 Psalm 
148 Hebrews 2:10-18 Matthew 2:13-23 Colors Gold 
White; 31 December Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 Psalm 8 
Revelation 21:1-6a Matthew 25:31-46 Colors Gold 
White 
 

 

Service Schedule for 2019/2020:   
9:00 AM WORSHIP AT NERSTRAND UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH                                                       
12 Maple Street, Nerstrand, MN 55053        

E-mail: stjohnsuccnumc@live.com                      

Phone:507.332.4089 

 
 

10:30 AM WORSHIP AT ST JOHN’S UNITED 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
19086 Jacobs Ave, Faribault, MN 55021 

E-mail: stjohnsuccnumc@live.com Phone: 5077895766 

Website: https://stjohnsunitedchurchofchrist.info 

  
Lora Sturm, Pastor All the People, Ministers Phone: 

507.330.0025 E-mail: pastorlora@live.com 

Sabbath on Friday 
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