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“Happy” 4 of July
On July 4th, 1776, representatives of the thirteen

as yourself.” In many ways, that second greatest
commandment, to love our neighbor as ourself,
embodies the essence of what the authors of the
Declaration of Independence had in mind when they
penned the phrase “pursuit of Happiness.” True
happiness is best achieved when we treat others as we
would want to be treated and when we consider the
impact of our actions and desires on others.
As we celebrate the 4th of July with family and friends,
let’s recommit, in the spirit of the Declaration of
Independence, to fulfilling God’s second greatest
commandment to Love our neighbor as ourself.

colonies unanimously adopted the United States
Declaration of Independence. As we prepare to
celebrate the 4th of July holiday, it’s appropriate for us
to remember the critical role God played in the
establishment of our country. As you’ll recall, among
other things, these representatives acknowledged as a
“self-evident truth” that we were all created by God
and were given, by God, a number of “rights” that
cannot be taken away by any person or government:
“We hold these truths to be self-evident,
that all men are created equal, that they
are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable Rights, that among
these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of
Happiness.”
The meaning of the last unalienable right, “the pursuit
of Happiness,” has been the subject of great debate
over the years. Although there are many theories, a
strong argument can be made that the authors
understood it to mean the “pursuit of the Common
Good.”
In the 12th chapter of Mark’s Gospel, a scribe asked
Jesus “Which commandment is the most important of
all?” Instead of picking one of the 10 original
commandments, Jesus summarized all of the
commandments into two. The first focused on our love
for God. The second was “You shall love your neighbor

Have a wonderful, “happy” 4th of July!
Be aware many dates and activities can be changed in a
short time. Please watch for updates. Keep on praying.

Remember the newsletter deadline is the 20th of every
month.
Loving Thoughts and Prayers Surround:
New Perspective
Joan Schwake
Pleasant View Estates
Shirley Bauer
Faribault Senior Living
Mildred Tatge
Ivy Hill
Ken Shaske
Milestone
Marjean Smith
At Home
Jean Pederson
Donovan Mueller
Doris Hildebrandt
Arlene Shaske
Arlene Bultman
Kaye Spike
Richard Hanson
NOTE:

Beginning May 18, 2021, the office phone number
(507) 330-0025 will be monitored by SPRC chair
Becky Tatge. You can also reach the churches by
email
at: St.JohnsUCCWheeling@gmail.com or Nerstran
dUMC@gmail.com Thank you for your patience
and understanding during this transition time.

Joys and Concerns
Our Christian sympathy to the family of Lorry
Wille. Lorry, age 75, passed away June 1 in
Rochester. Funeral services were held Sat., June
5th at St. John’s with burial in the St. John’s
church cemetery.
Prayer Chain:
The Prayer Chain will continue as it’s
currently set-up. Calls can be made to the
church line 507-330-0025 or to Shirley Little
507-334-5325 or Mary Kindseth 507-7896879. Messages can be left on any of the phones. If you
want to make any changes on how you are contacted or
add your name to the list, you can be on the email or
phone list. Let’s keep this available to our community.
Effective 5/14/21 masks and social distancing will no
longer be required at St. John's UCC church. Church
pews are no longer roped off. Attendance tracking will
stop. The Church will resume business as
usual. Please feel free to join in person worship with or
without a mask. Unless there is a major change or
concern there will be no further updates from the COVID
committee.
Please send bulletin (deadline-9am Thurs) and
th
newsletter (deadline-20 of month) information to:
lynnhirschey@ymail.com. Phone number 507-330-1831.
Notes in the mail are also welcome if you prefer.
VBS Update:
26 packets were mailed out or delivered to students for a
VBS home study guide. Packets included 5 Bible stories
with activities age related to the Bible lessons. We
appreciate the interest in the Bible School and are
looking forward to a normal VBS next year.
A Live Eagle at St John’s!
What is the wingspan of a bald eagle? How much does
an eagle weigh? What does an eagle eat? How long
does an eagle live? You will get
the answers to these questions
and many others on Wednesday,
July 21 at 7:00 p.m when the
National Eagle Center brings their
fantastic educational program to
St John’s. The all-ages program
includes a visit from a live eagle!
Please help make this unique and entertaining
opportunity a bigger success by sharing the event flyer
with family, friends, neighbors and community. The
event will be held outdoors so please bring lawn chairs.
If it rains, the program will move indoors.

Special Concert:
Matt Schwake will be offering his musical talents at the
August mid week service. Please join us at St John's
UCC church on August 18th at 7 pm for this special
event. Bring your own lawn chair. In case of rain the
service will be held inside.

Attention NUMC!
Nerstrand UMC will not have online worship for the
next few weeks. If you are not able to attend in-person
worship, you are invited and encouraged to view the
online service at St. John's UCC. Their service will
continue to be posted live on the St.
John’s facebook page Sunday, 10:30 am and it will be
posted online on youtube to view at your
convenience. During the next few weeks there will be
discussions as to whether this online worship
experience from NUMC should continue and if so, who
might be willing to take on this responsibility. Your
comments and suggestions are most welcome.
Have you tried the online way of giving yet? Check out each
church’s website: https://nerstrandumc.org/
https://stjohnsunitedchurchofchrist.info for the link to give.

It is quite easy and very convenient. The company name is
VANCO. #1-Select your fund, click the donate button, choose
the amount and frequency, then proceed to payment.
#2-Enter your credit card, debit card or checking account
information, (if you sign up for a free account, you can save
your payment information for future donations)
#3-Review and submit your gift by clicking submit.
From your Vanco Online account, you can review your giving
history, manage recurring donations, or update payment
information. Thanks again for your generous giving out of your
gratitude for God’s transforming love.

Wednesday Wear at Nerstrand UMC

Wednesday Wear has been incredibly busy. The first
6 months, thru June 16, we have had approximately
692 people coming in to donate and/or visit our store
and 17, or so, were first time shoppers.
Thru June, we have given $1175.20 to the church
budget. We also purchased a new phone, 3 gift cards,
a new light for our ladies’ T-shirt room and $100.00
to CRU (Campus Crusade for Christ).
After our garage sale, we will be working on filling 2
Welcome Baskets for the Emma Norton Home. This is
one of our new mission projects. Emma provides
transitional housing and supportive services to
women and families.
We are so thankful for all our shoppers and for those
who donate.
Did you know we had a flood! On Sunday, May 23, we
had about 5” in 45 min.-too much too fast.
We found water in every room-not just a little, it
went over my shoes. All we did was call and everyone
came running with shop vacs, hoses, pumps, buckets
and carpet cleaner. That afternoon, we figured we

hauled out about 600 gals. Of water. We had a lot of
boxes, shelves, and cabinets to move. We had fans
and dehumidifiers running non-stop for a week. We
got everything put back in order but it took several
days of people showing up and helping. Everyone
was great and so willing to give of their time.
THANK YOU-THANK YOU and everyone -have a great
summer.
Hours: Wednesdays 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM
Saturdays 9:00AM to Noon

Here is a list of the following worship leaders for the
next two months:
July 4, 2021 - Vacation Sunday (no services)
July 11, 2021 - Rev Gordon Orde
July 18, 2021 - Tim Stromer with Food for Jesus
July 25, 2021 - Rev Gordon Orde
August 1, 2021 - Rev Gordon Orde
August 8, 2021 - Rev Gordon Orde
August 15, 2021 - Rev Gordon Orde
August 22, 2021 - Rev Gordon Orde
August 29, 2021 - Rev Gordon Orde
St. John’s UCC Sunday School
St. John’s Sunday School will resume in September, 2021, for
children ages 4 years through 8th grade. Please contact
Carrie Hess with any questions or if you know of children or
families who might be interested in Sunday School.

Special notices, Save the dates, Surround in
Prayer:
July 18 Ice cream Social-N
July 20 newsletter deadline
Jul 21, 7pm Eagle Center program-SJ
Aug 18 Mid-week concert-Matt Schwake-SJ-7pm
Aug 31-Sep 10 UMC General Conference-Mpls
Nov 10-12 North Central UMC Jurisdiction
Conference: Ft. Wayne, Indiana. Election and
assignment of bishops occurs.
The SPRC team is working with the conferences to find
a pastor for our congregations. The conferences have
our church profiles available for candidates and are
continuing to search for the best fit for our churches.
We will keep you updated on our progress. Thank you
for your patience.

June meeting-SJ
The June meeting was called to order at 6:30p.m. by
Moderator Gayle Bauer
Opening thoughts by Gail Bauer
SPRC report was given by Becky Tatge
Secretary report read and approved
Treasure report read and approved
Trustee report read and approved
COVID Committee - Funerals or any gatherings with
food are preferred to be catered at this time
Church computer has arrived and is being setup
Mid-week summer service
-Eagle program 7/21/21 at 7pm. Flyers will be
distributed. Ice cream will be served, and offerings
accepted.
-Matt Schwake will provide music entertainment on
th
August 18 at 7pm.
Fall celebration and dedication of carpet and roof will be
early fall. Watch newsletter for date and time.
th
No worship service on July 4 , 2021 holiday/vacation
Sunday
th
Next meeting will be Tuesday July 13 at 6:30 p.m. in
person at St. John’s UCC
Meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. with the Lord’s
Prayer
Elders: Gayle Bauer, Gloria Karl, Todd Lien

Deacons-Gordie Wiegrefe, Sarah Becher, Brian Homeier
Trustees-Jay Kindseth, Matt Schwake, Paul Meyer
Cemetery Board-Keith Keller, Brian Bauer, Al Meyer
St. John’s UCC Cleaning
Committee The St. John’s UCC will

have cleaning committees every
other month.

Second Saturday Quilters
SSQ is open to people of all
churches & their friends.
Contact Deb Wille 507-3234813 or 83159deb@gmail.com

Food assistance for Faribault is at both: The Society of
Saint Vincent de Paul, Divine Mercy Chapter, located at 617
3rd Avenue NW in Faribault. If you are willing to volunteer call
Kevin at SVdP at 334-2100.
Or: The Northfield Community Action Center, see Faribault

Food Access Initiative | Community Action Center of
Northfield (CAC) offers food availability and other assistance
through the Faribault Food Access Initiative. To donate via
mail, please send checks to:
Community Action Center, Faribault Food Access Initiative,
1400 Cannon Circle Suite #8, Faribault, MN 55021 To ensure
your donation supports Faribault’s food shelf, please note
‘Food Access’ in the memo line. The teams/times with the most
need are packing on Tuesday evenings or Saturday mornings,
and assisting on Thursday and Fridays on distribution weeks.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d45aaa629a1fec43faribault

Service Schedule for 2021: Sundays
(Communion on first Sundays of month)
9:00 AM WORSHIP AT NERSTRAND UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
12 Maple Street, Nerstrand, MN 55053
E-mail: stjohnsuccnumc@live.com
Website: https://nerstrandumc.org
Phone:507.332.4089

10:30 AM WORSHIP AT ST JOHN’S UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
19086 Jacobs Ave, Faribault, MN 55021
E-mail: stjohnsuccnumc@live.com Phone: 5077895766
Website: https://stjohnsunitedchurchofchrist.info
Phone: 507.330.0025 answered by Becky Tatge
All the People, Ministers
Pastor-Pulpit Supply

Food Shelf Items always welcome. Thank you for your
ministry of feeding the hungry. Each church has a box
location where you may bring items. Your help by
delivering those items to our local food shelves is greatly
appreciated. Your gifts witness to the mission focus of
our churches. The food shelves in Faribault and Kenyon
can also use your financial donations to purchase food
at best prices. Each has various options to donate
directly, check with them.
Donations may be dropped off at Ruth's House in
Faribault on Tuesday 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm and Saturday
Noon - 2:00 pm. If you would like to offer other items
please contact Ruth's House Donations Coordinator,
Sandy, at 507-581-1374 or psvarley@gmail.com, before
dropping off. Please contact Suzzanne for volunteer
opportunities! suzzannef.ruthshouse@gmail.com

Nerstrand Women's club is taking on a recycle project!
We are excited to invite everyone to take part in this
project and help us earn a Trex bench! The Trex
Company will Award a bench to us if we can save 500
pounds of plastic by November! There are collection bins
around Nerstrand check out Parkside for now and we
will also have a collection bin in Dennison at the gas
station! See the picture for what plastic is acceptable.

Thanks for joining in on this environmental project we
need everyone’s help.

