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From the Pastor 

“Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of 

love and good works. And let us not neglect our meeting 

together, as some people do, but encourage one 

another, especially now that the day of his return is 

drawing near.”  Hebrews 10.24-25 

Hello all, 

 As many congregations are seeing an uptick in 

worship attendance and in program participation, we 

are glad to connect with familiar faces – whether 

masked or mask-less.  Personally, I am enjoying the 

opportunities to gather for worship (especially the 

congregational singing), sit around a meeting table as 

we make plans for our future as congregations, and 

spending time facilitating conversations with the 

confirmation class of 2022.  But, to be honest, it seems 

that some have adopted worshiping from the couch 

instead of in-person worship. 

 So, perhaps it is appropriate for us to have a 

conversation about the value and importance of 

actively participating in the nurturing and sustaining of 

our sisters and brothers in faith.  This article is not 

about those who are not members of our congregations 

(though outreach and invitation to others is a vitally 

important part of our reason for being a church).  This 

article is about you and me and how we see our 

participation in our local expressions of the body of 

Christ 

During the worst of Covid we found ways to 

stay connected – phone calls, video chats, live-

streaming worship services.  Some of us quickly adapted 

to new formats and adopted them as adequate 

alternatives to being in-person.  We found it convenient 

to worship from home – sitting on our comfortable 

couches sipping our morning coffee.    

Some still find it convenient and comfortable to 

stay at home and tune in to the Sunday service.  But, 

truth be told, the church suffers when our members are 

not present worshiping and serving with other like-

minded believers.  You see, we can’t serve from our 

sofas.  We can’t have community of faith from our 

couches.  We can and will experience energy shared 

when a sanctuary of people join their voices in song and 

praise and prayer. 

As Christians we are geared to be contributors.  

We are not designed to sit on the sidelines and watch.  

We are being equipped to engage the world around us.  

We are called to share life as community.  The church 

needs us, but more importantly we need the church. 

Worshiping with others is the best way to honor 

and glorify God.  Sitting in our sanctuary instead of on 

our couch, we can let go of that which distracts us (if 

only for an hour) and we can focus on God alone, 

growing our faith, strengthening our minds and giving 

us renewed hope.  Worshiping with others is 

contagious, brings unity and increases our desire to give 

our best to God and to each other.  

Yes, church on the sofa is nice. 

But it’ll never be the same as gathering and 

worshiping with fellow saints. 

Indeed, Paul Tournier, a Swiss physician who in 

his lifetime was called the world’s most preeminent 

Christian doctor, was right when he wrote: “There are 

two things we cannot do alone. One is to be married 

and the other is to be a Christian.” 

Be blest by staying connected, 

Pastor Jef 

 Daily they met together in the temple courts and in one 

another’s homes to celebrate communion. They shared 

meals together with joyful hearts and tender 

humility. They were continually filled with praises to 

God, enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord 

kept adding to their number daily those who were 

coming to life.  Acts 2.46-47 



Corporate worship is a time designated whether daily or 

weekly when Christians gathering to worship together 

as one body of Christ. By doing so, they are not only 

obeying God’s commandment to assemble with fellow 

Christians to worship. Also they show reference and 

gratitude to God for everything he has done. Bible 

Verses in Hebrews 10:25 say about gathering to worship 

together: “Do not forsake meeting together, as some 

are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one 

another and all the more as you see the day 

approaching.” 

It’s always an awesome moment when you look down 

the row while in a church or Christian gathering and see 

people of all ages worshiping God in their own unique 

way. The scripture helps us to understand why 

worshiping God with other believers is essential. Bible 

Verses let us know about that fellowship is the place 

where believers can love one another (1 John 4:12), 

obtain spiritual growth and encourage one another 

(Hebrews 10:25). 

Worship is celebrating God for who He is. So worship is 

a way of reaching God and telling Him we acknowledge 

Him as God over us. It’s also showing our desire to 

submit and obey His will. Gathering to worship together 

brings believers together as one family. 

Worship should not only be on the outside but must 

come from a willing heart of true worshiper of God. 

Abraham was called the friend of God, he earns this 

great title not because he was too perfect but 

possessed a willing heart of worship (James 2:23) ready 

to sacrifice his only son to God. Worship could be in 

form of singing, preaching, giving or prayer as seen in 

the book of Psalms where King David wrote different 

inspirational worship Prayer to God. We pray during 

worship even though worship is more than just 

prayer.  One of such worship prayer is seen below. 

Worship Together Prayer 

Oh Lord Jesus, we are here today to bless your name, 

please accept our worship and bless us. You reign over 

all and there is none like you in the world and the 

world to come. The earth shook and heavens drop in 

your presence oh God. We put our trust in you 

knowing that you will never leave neither forsake us. 

We will lift up our hands and voices to sing of your 

goodness and loving-kindness. Let our mouth be filled 

with your praise all the days of our lives, bless the 

LORD oh, my soul who has preserved us from all evil, 

our soul shall continually worship you and love thee 

forever. Amen 

This worship prayer shows worshiper acknowledges 

God and gives total surrender to his will while trusting 

his word. God is also recognized as a sovereign being 

with mighty power over all he has created. Prayer is an 

effective way of communicating with heavenly father 

and talking to him like a child speaks with his earthly 

father. 

Importance of Gathering to Worship Together with 

Other Believers 

Today, many people worship one thing or the order 

whether consciously or unconsciously. People worship 

cars, money, position, power, football clubs, musicians, 

and some even worship deity. It really amazes me how 

people that claims to be Christian still fails to worship 

together with other believers in the church or any 

Christian gathering, forgetting that Corporate worship is 

a sign of a true believer and also a commandment of 

God for his children because he deserves it, desire it 

and will surely bless us for it. Aside from this, our 

participation during the fellowship and practicing of 

what we learn is indeed of a great importance for our 

spiritual growth. (Hebrews 10:24-25) says “Let us think 

of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and 

good works. And let us not neglect our meeting 

together, as some people do, but encourage one 

another, especially now that the day of his return is 

drawing near.” 

It’s Biblical Mandated – Bible Verses about Gathering 

to Worship Together 

Christian fellowship is a biblical order that we must 

follow. As a true believer that loves God and want to 

obey him, we must not depart from gathering with 

other believers of Christ. All Christian are one body of 

Christ, Hebrews 10:24-25 says, we must not forsake 

meeting together. By worshiping together with others 

in the church we are able to partake of the Lord’s 

Supper, according to 1 Corinthians 11:26 which is the 



public proclamation of the body and blood of the Lord 

Jesus. 

It Helps Encourage Each Other 

Christian fellowship helps many folks during the difficult 

period to stay fit and keep their faith strong despite the 

situation they might be going through. Likewise, a new 

converted Christian or believer will never reach full 

spiritual maturity without the assistance and 

encouragement of other believers (1 Corinthians 12:21-

26). One main important of Christian gathering is to 

encourage and help one another as one body in Christ. 

Worship should edify believers, that is, whatever a 

Christian say or do should help others to be a stronger 

Christian not offending one another. 

It Keeps us Stronger 

When God’s children are gathering to worship together, 

they stay stronger as fellowship gives strength to the 

weak and sick ones among us. It is a great avenue to 

learn and grow in our faith. When the world seems to 

turn against us leaving us in a difficult situation, this 

could lead to fall of many if care is not taken. Corporate 

worship helps us to keep track and stay fit through the 

hearing of God’s words, prayers of the saint and 

testimonies of others. The book of Matthew 18:19-20 

says “Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth 

agree about anything they ask for, it will be done for 

them by my Father in heaven. For where two or three 

gather in my name, there am I with them”.  God’s spirit 

binds us together as one during worship. 

Corporate Worship Helps to Understand Bible Verses 

During worship with others that share our faith, we 

listen to the scriptures and word of God through the 

preacher. The word is broken down to our 

understanding while the listeners applied it to their 

daily life. Likewise, we are able to interact with spiritual 

leaders or fellow Christian. This helps us get to know 

more about things that are not clear to us concerning 

the scriptures. It however important to always pay 

attention to church sermon and jot down what we learn 

from the scripture. After the corporate worship 

experience, believers must ensure that they practice 

what they were singing, praying, and preaching. This 

helps to be closer to Christ. 

Many Benefits are Attached to Gathering to Worship 

Together 

Aside from honoring and glorifying God through 

worship, there are many benefits that come along when 

Christians worship together. Worship usher worshipers 

to God’s presence forgetting anything else while the 

main focus is totally on him. It creates a sense of being 

nearer to our maker. In corporate worship, we receive 

spiritual blessings, grace and feel great joy in our heart. 

It helps grows our faith in Christ,  strengthens our mind 

while it removes doubt and gives us strong hope. It 

reminds us of eternal life in Christ, the reason we must 

keep moving on the Christian race. Worship is 

contagious and this can lead to a non-believer attending 

a church service surrendering to Christ after a divine 

encounter. 

Importance of Corporate Worship 

For many Christians their week is incomplete without 

Sunday service which is regarded as the first day of the 

week. The blessing proclamation the church normally 

share at the end of the worship alone means a lot. 

Corporate worship act as a food for the soul. It’s just 

like the fuel that helps move cars to its destination. 

Corporate worship brings unity and touches the heart of 

God when his children worship him in truth and spirit. 

Although going to church does not make one a 

Christian. True believer will always desire to be in the 

gathering of other believers. Worship is a lifestyle all 

Christian must embrace. True worship is knowing the 

worth of God and accepts to give him the best of 

everything you have. So give to God your time, talent, 

money, and your deeds just like Abraham and many 

apostles during their time. Let’s worship together! 

 

The office phone number is (507) 330-0025.You can also 
reach the churches by email 
at: St.JohnsUCCWheeling@gmail.com or NerstrandUM
C@gmail.com  Thank you for your patience and 
understanding during this transition time. 
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Loving Thoughts and Prayers Surround:   
New Perspective  
Joan Schwake 
Pleasant View Estates 
Shirley Bauer 
Faribault Senior Living 
Mildred Tatge 
Ivy Hill  
Ken Shaske 
Milestone 
Marjean Smith 
At Home 
Jean Pederson 
Donovan Mueller 
Doris Hildebrandt 
Arlene Shaske 
Arlene Bultman 
Kaye Spike 
Richard Hanson 
 
 
 

 

Joys and Concerns  
THANK YOU to all who helped 
with the Jesus Food packing 
event on Sept 26th.  There was 

a spirited competition to see 
which line could pack more 

food.  Enough food was packed to 
feed 6,695 starving children.  Each 

person packed enough food in two 
hours to feed 318 children for one year.  Donations 
through the church and given directly to the program 
exceeded $1200.00!  It is amazing how a little time and 
money can make such a difference to a starving 
child.  Thank you again for those that helped pack as 
well as those that provided financial donations.   
 
St. John’s Mixed Choir 
   We are going to try and resume choir at St. John’s 
beginning Nov. 14

th
. We will practice at 9:45 and plan to 

sing at that morning worship. We will continue as we are 
able. 
 

 
 

Prayer Chain: 
The Prayer Chain will continue as it’s 
currently set-up. Calls can be made to the 
church line 507-330-0025 or to Shirley 
Little 507-334-5325 or Mary Kindseth 507-
789-6879. Messages can be left on any of 

the phones. If you want to make any changes on how 
you are contacted or add your name to the list, you can 
be on the email or phone list. Let’s keep this available to 
our community. 
 
 
 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
 
I have been praying about offering a new adult 
educational opportunity. I have talked with several of you 
about it as well. I came to the realization that many of us 
are not very familiar with the United Church of Christ and 
what we stand for. The document below is reprinted from 
the UCC Minnesota Conference website. Anyone who is 
interested is invited to stay for a discussion following 
Worship on November 7. 
 
In months to come, I will be printing a new article in this 
newsletter and organizing a discussion on a Sunday 
soon to follow. Plans are to focus on the Justice and 
Witness Ministries of the United Church of Christ. Please 
join us in learning more about our denomination, the 
United Church of Christ. 
Doug Spike 
 
WHAT WE BELIEVE 
The following information about the UCC’s beliefs is 
excerpted from the national United Church of Christ: 
“We believe in the triune God: Creator, resurrected 
Christ, the sole Head of the church, and the Holy Spirit, 
who guides and brings about the creative and 
redemptive work of God in the world. 
 
We believe that each person is unique and valuable. It is 
the will of God that every person belong to a family of 
faith where they have a strong sense of being valued 
and loved. 
 
We believe that each person is on a spiritual journey and 
that each of us is at a different stage of that journey. 
 
We believe that the persistent search for God produces 
an authentic relationship with God, engendering love, 
strengthening faith, dissolving guilt, and giving life 
purpose and direction. 
 
We believe that all of the baptized ‘belong body and soul 
to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.’ No matter who – no 
matter what – no matter where we are on life’s journey – 
notwithstanding race, gender, sexual orientation, class 
or creed – we all belong to God and to one worldwide 
community of faith. All persons baptized – past, present 
and future – are connected to each other and to God 
through the sacrament of baptism. We baptize during 
worship when the community is present because 
baptism includes the community’s promise of ‘love, 
support and care’ for the baptized – and we promise that 
we won’t take it back – no matter where your journey 
leads you. 
 
We believe that all people of faith are invited to join 
Christ at Christ’s table for the sacrament of Communion. 
Just as many grains of wheat are gathered to make one 
loaf of bread and many grapes are gathered to make 
one cup of wine, we, the many people of God, are made 
one in the body of Christ, the church. The breaking of 
bread and the pouring of wine reminds us of the 
costliness of Christ’s sacrifice and the discipleship to 



which we are all called. In the breaking of bread, we 
remember and celebrate Christ’s presence among us 
along with a ‘cloud of witnesses’ – our ancestors, family 
and friends who have gone before us. It is a great 
mystery; we claim it by faith. 
 
We believe the UCC is called to be a united and uniting 
church. “That they may all be one.” (John 17:21) “In 
essentials–unity, in nonessentials–diversity, in all things–
charity,” These UCC mottos survive because they touch 
core values deep within us. The UCC has no rigid 
formulation of doctrine or attachment to creeds or 
structures. Its overarching creed is love. UCC pastors 
and teachers are known for their commitment to 
excellence in theological preparation, interpretation of 
the scripture and justice advocacy. Even so, love and 
unity in the midst of our diversity are our greatest assets. 
 
We believe that God calls us to be servants in the 
service of others and to be good stewards of the earth’s 
resources. ‘To believe is to care; to care is to do.’ 
 
We believe that the UCC is called to be a prophetic 
church. As in the tradition of the prophets and apostles, 
God calls the church to speak truth to power, liberate the 
oppressed, care for the poor and comfort the afflicted. 
 
We believe in the power of peace, and work for 
nonviolent solutions to local, national, and international 
problems. 
 
We are a people of possibility. In the UCC, members, 
congregations and structures have the breathing room to 
explore and to hear … for after all, God is still speaking 
… 

 
Wednesday Wear at Nerstrand UMC  
Hours:  
Wednesdays 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM 
Saturdays 9:00AM to Noon 
 
Come and shop or bring us your donations. We are 
always glad to see you. Masks are requested. 
Please send bulletin (deadline-9am Thurs) and 

newsletter (deadline-20
th

 of month) information to: 

lynnhirschey@ymail.com. Phone number 507-330-1831. 

Notes in the mail are also welcome if you prefer. 

Light Up A Life 

Light Up a Life Hospice Fundraiser. Please consider 

purchasing a bulb(s) to remember your loved one on the 

Hospice Memorial tree. All funds raised are used to 

assist Faribault area residents who are in any Hospice 

program. A tree lighting and memorial service will be 

held at 7 pm on Monday, December 6
th
 at District One 

Hospital. 

 

 
 

Holden Lutheran Church All Saint’s Dinner 

Sunday Nov. 7, 2021 

To Go Only-12-2 and 4:30-6:30 

507-789-6677 or holdendinner@gmail.com 

 

Sunday school 

Sunday School is back in session at St. 

John’s!  We meet from 9:30-10:20am, in person, at 

church. Children Pre-K (age 4) through 8th grade 

are invited to join us for Sunday School – whether 

once or weekly!  Contact Carrie Hess with 

questions or if you would like to assist as a 

substitute teacher; littlehesshouse@gmail.com or 

651-775-5594. 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

St John’s  UCC council 

October 12 

The St. Johns United Church of Christ October meeting 
was called to order by Moderator Gayle Bauer at 6:30 
pm on October 12, 2021.  

Opening statement by Pastor Jef:  how you can make 
connections with others by the hats you wear, and the 
person you are. 

Becky from SPRC attended and reported on the 
progress the committee has made on the yoking 
agreement with two minor changes. A motion was 
made and approved to accept the agreement as 
presented. 

The church profile was reviewed and recommendations 
made.  The profile will be updated and sent to the UCC 
conference as part of the search for a settled Pastor.    

The secretary's report was read and approved. 

The treasurer's report was read and approved. 

Trustees report:  

Two trees have been cut down near the parsonage. 

A routine furnace inspection has been scheduled for the 
parsonage and the church. 

Old Business: 

The group that participated in packing food for Jesus 
Food, packed enough food to feed 6,695 

mailto:lynnhirschey@ymail.com
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kids.  Donations  exceeded $1.000.00.   A thank you will 
be put in the church newsletter 

The status of the parsonage reviewed.  No updates at 
this time.   

New Business:  

The Endowment Fund was reviewed.  The purpose of 
this fund and options to contribute will be presented at 
the annual meeting. 

A new computer is in the office. It is the intent to have 
all church documents on that computer including the 
bylaws, membership list and duties of church 
positions.  The files will be secure and password 
protected.   

A review of the church member contact information 
letter was approved.  This will be sent to all members.   

The microphone will be tuned to Pastor Jef’s voice to 
enhance the projection of his voice.   

Combined church service dates reviewed. 

November 24, Thanksgiving eve service at Nerstrand 
UMC 

December 5, service of music at St John's UCC 

May 15,2022 Confirmation  

Meeting adjourned 

Close with Lords Prayer 

Next meeting:  Tuesday November 9, 2021 at 6:30 pm 

 
Next meeting:  Tuesday November 9, 2021 at 6;30 
pm 
Elders: Gayle Bauer, Gloria Karl, Todd Lien 

Deacons-Gordie Wiegrefe, Sarah Becher, Brian 

Homeier 

Trustees-Jay Kindseth, Matt Schwake, Paul Meyer 

Cemetery Board-Keith Keller, Brian Bauer, Al Meyer 

 

Nerstrand UMC council  
 
Secretary -Debbie Kerr 
Chairman-Duane Bailey 
 
St. John’s UCC Cleaning 

Committee  The St. John’s UCC will 
have cleaning committees every 
other month. 

December -Don & sue Katra 
 

Second Saturday Quilters    
Quilters will meet on Saturday 
November 13 at St. John's from 
9:00am to noon. 
Linda will be teaching a Christmas Star, bring an 8" 
round piece of Christmas fabric, and general sewing 
supplies. You can also bring your own project to work on 
with the time that remains.  
Tool of the Month will be by Vickie S. 
Snack will be from Vicki P.  
SSQ is open to people from all churches & their friends.  
Contact Deb Wille 507-323-4813 
or 83159deb@gmail.com 

 

 
Special notices, Save the dates, Surround in 
Prayer:  

Nov. 9 St. John’s council-6:30 
Nov 10-12 North Central UMC Jurisdiction 
Conference: Ft. Wayne, Indiana. Election and 
assignment of bishops occurs.  
Nov. 17 NUMC council 5pm 
November 24 Thanksgiving eve service at 
Nerstrand UMC 
Dec. 5 Service of Music-St. John’s 
Dec. 6 Light Up A Life-Dist. One at 7:00pm 
Dec. 19 NUMC Holiday Service 

 
Food assistance for Faribault is at both: The Society of 
Saint Vincent de Paul, Divine Mercy Chapter, located at 617 

3rd Avenue NW in Faribault. If you are willing to volunteer call 
Kevin at SVdP at 334-2100.  

Or: The Northfield Community Action Center, see Faribault 
Food Access Initiative | Community Action Center of 
Northfield (CAC) offers food availability and other assistance 

through the Faribault Food Access Initiative. To donate via 

mail, please send checks to: 
Community Action Center, Faribault Food Access Initiative, 
1400 Cannon Circle Suite #8, Faribault, MN 55021 To ensure 
your donation supports Faribault’s food shelf, please note 
‘Food Access’ in the memo line. The teams/times with the most 
need are packing on Tuesday evenings or Saturday mornings, 
and assisting on Thursday and Fridays on distribution weeks. 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d45aaa629a1fec43-
faribault  

 
Food Shelf Items always welcome. Thank you for your 
ministry of feeding the hungry. Each church has a box 
location where you may bring items. Your help by 
delivering those items to our local food shelves is greatly 
appreciated. Your gifts witness to the mission focus of 
our churches. The food shelves in Faribault and Kenyon 
can also use your financial donations to purchase food 
at best prices. Each has various options to donate 
directly, check with them.  

 
Purpose of Rice County 4-H 

http://www.google.com/imgres?start=267&hl=en&tbo=d&biw=1280&bih=637&tbm=isch&tbnid=2wylKcNCy613yM:&imgrefurl=http://www.artclips.com/clipart/free/free_clips/freerealestateclipart.asp&docid=2hM1_QGy7lkBBM&imgurl=http://www.artclips.com/clipart/free/clipart/Broom.gif&w=127&h=137&ei=blSkUPvNG8KkrAHKvYHQDA&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=948&vpy=135&dur=715&hovh=109&hovw=101&tx=96&ty=89&sig=103060096219756990092&page=9&tbnh=109&tbnw=101&ndsp=36&ved=1t:429,r:1,s:300,i:7
mailto:83159deb@gmail.com
https://communityactioncenter.org/faribault/
https://communityactioncenter.org/faribault/
https://communityactioncenter.org/faribault/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d45aaa629a1fec43-faribault
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4H is a fun opportunity to get involved and promote 
educational and leadership experiences; to appreciate self-

identity. 
4H is a program for youth in Kindergarten through 1 year past 
high school. It is a non-profit with the help of volunteers. To 

get involved with the Rice County 4-H Program call the 
extension office: 

Faribault 332-6109 or Northfield 645-9576. 
 
 

 
Service Schedule for 2021: Sundays 
(Communion on first Sundays of month)  
9:00 AM WORSHIP AT NERSTRAND UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH                                                       
12 Maple Street, Nerstrand, MN 55053        

E-mail: stjohnsuccnumc@live.com      
Website: https://nerstrandumc.org 

Phone:507.332.4089 

 

10:30 AM WORSHIP AT ST JOHN’S 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
19086 Jacobs Ave, Faribault, MN 55021 

E-mail: stjohnsuccnumc@live.com Phone: 
5077895766 

Website: https://stjohnsunitedchurchofchrist.info 
Phone: 507.330.0025 answered by Becky Tatge 

 
All the People, Ministers  

Interim Pastor- Jef Olson 
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